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Celebrate the Feast of Harvest
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Some people say how healthy and happy we are depends on how much we appreciate our lives.
According to medical doctors, if we talk and act with a thankful and loving mind, our health can

be regenerated through parasympathetic nerves. That is to say that those who express their
thankfulness to others are often much healthier than those who don’t.
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However, many people are stingy with the expression ‘Thanks’. Thanks seem to disappear when
our lives became better economically. Why is it that our thankful mind is dried up (empty)? It’s
because our soul is getting darker gradually due to our sins.
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Romans 1:21 says, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.” For
example, if we want to be a good prayer, we need to learn how to pray and practice praying often.
However, it’s not a good idea to go to church everyday for the sole purpose of being a good
prayer. We need to practice and learn thankfulness as well. We must learn how to be thankful to

God through His Word. We can also watch other members who have good and faithful lives and
that know how to be thankful.
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Matthew Henry, an England Bible commentator, said, “Thanks are the same as plus (+). If we
thank everything, God’s blessing will be added. But grudge and discontent are the same as
minus (-). It will take whatever you have in your life.” If you are thankful in your life, your life
will get better. If you complain in your life, your life will get worse.
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God taught the Israehtes how to give thanks periodically in order to live a thankful life. As God
bestowed grace upon the Israelites, they would naturally learn how to thank God through
periodic feasts and celebrations. God was expecting them to give thanks.
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Today is the Feast of Harvest Sunday in the Jewish calendar. When we look at today’s text,
there are four key verbs in it. Through the four key verbs, we can learn how to keep the Feast of
Harvest Sunday.
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The first verb is “Celebrate”. In verse 10, it says, “Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the

LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God
has given you.” The word celebrate means to commemorate, compliment, and praise.
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God’s people must come before Him this day and should thank him for his grace and blessings
that he gives us. Thankfulness is one of God’s commands. Yet, do we have any grudges or
discontent in our lives? Do we have any quarrels or disputes? But today we need to be resolute
in putting all of this behind us and being thankful to God. God wants us to transform into
thankful people through the Feast of Harvest.
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There once was a guest speaker for a revival service. He got on the bus to go to service but there
was a lady who was big and rude sat beside him with her five children. He was pushed to the
edge of the long seat. His head was full of complaints but suddenly God’s Word, “give thanks in
all circumstances,” came to his mind and he thought how could I be thankful in this situation?
So he prayed, “Thank you God, thank you so much for not letting my wife be just like this lady.”
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That’s true. If you are a person of thanksgiving, you can be thankful in every situation. I hope
that all of you give thanks in all circumstances.
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The second verb is “Give”. When you look at verse 10 it says, “Celebrate the Feast of Weeks to
the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your
God has given you.” Here ‘Give’ means that when you come before God, you should bring Him
a gift and thank Him.
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Of course, we can express our thanks by our lips. This is one of the most important ways of
giving thanks. However, the real thanksgiving that God wants from us is a thanks that comes



from the bottom of our heart. God knew though that we have a tendency to allow our heart
follow after our materialistic wants.
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The more money that people obtain, it is strange that that their heart will be there with it. Even
though you are a good Christian, you cannot disagree about this fact. It’s not different with
pastors. Their heart goes to their treasure despite themselves. So Jesus said, “For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
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The thanksgiving that comes from the bottom of our heart won’t allow us to come empty handed.
Its not just having the material in your hand as you offer it, but rather its that your giving your
heart as an offering to God. That is thanks coming from your heart.

3. =71 915l 2H(Rejoice)

A A AR S A9 ek Qe

1143 2ol Fynh. “v ok vl Ah of len] o H] A Foll Ak el 9l 3 Y 3 Sl
9= A7} okl B} A ] Shbd o B eAIA L o] B FAE

vl et o] 3o kol A A9 A Y e},

2783 gHAb= 718 S = Hd Ytk

ARG vhg 0 2 795k Yol AAbA AL

The third verb is “Rejoice”. In verse 11 it says, “And rejoices before the LORD your God at the
place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name--you, your sons and daughters, your
menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the fatherless and the
widows living among you.” True thanksgiving comes together with rejoicing. The Feast of
Harvest Sunday is a day that we rejoice with a thankful mind.
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However, when you look at verse 12, it says do not rejoice alone, but rejoice together with others.
“Rejoice with your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your
towns, and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows living among you.” The Feast of Harvest
Sunday is a day that we should care about the poor and weak, and rejoice with them no matter
who they are.
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Then, what are we rejoicing for? In verse 15, it says, “For seven days celebrate the Feast to the
LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in
all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete.” Look at this
text carefully. What did the Bible say? Does it say that we should rejoice for the LORD your
God blessed you? Or does it say that we should rejoice for the LORD your God will bless you?
It says that we should rejoice for the LORD your God will bless you. It is a sentence written in a
future tense.

TR $8E AT ok A% ol % gAkE £ e,
kst shipd o] -2l ] ofm | o] 7] w1t}

A& Fobr il S FARE T B 5 ATk

e alpde] MA S v o] 2o & AL Wi ZA 9 aof Tt

We can give thanks to God even though we have nothing right now. The reason why is that
because God is our father. Anyone can give thanks for whatever they have received in the past.
However, we who are God’s people should rejoice with good faith for the LORD our God will
bless us in the future.

4. 719 3}2H(Remember)

mpA] Lﬂ ‘ﬂ 7‘/‘H &AL ‘Remember, 7] ¢ Fe} & 2 Y U T

12745 37 el BAAIT ‘U= ol woll A £ HAE AS 719 8kaL o] vl & A A
gAY Tj/‘r. "

o o] ~etdllo] W FZhALF A ol FHALS) oF 17k

TR L o] el Aol A s = 17w o

olxetd WA S WFAS A 7IA olsel A T H AL As 71l oF AFH
stibd o] o B A off 5o mefloll A AAHAEA], Fofoll A o] DA Q1%=3}

o] el webiz A}

The forth, and last, verb is “Remember”. Verse 12 says, “Remember that you were slaves in

Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees.” Why should the Israelites give thanks to God on The

Feast of Harvest Sunday? Because they were set free from being slaves in Egypt. Through the

feast of harvest, the Israelites remember how they became slaves. It means that should not forget

how God saved them as slaves in Egypt and led them to escape into the desert.
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Our church is in a similar situation. Maybe our church is now passing through a desert. We may
have been complaining as we compare today with the past. We may be able to say that our
church is not as financially well off as it was before and there is no fun in going to church now.
However we never know when God’s time is. The Israelites didn’t have any faith and vision of
God’s will for them. So instead of it taking 40 days to cross the dessert, it took them 40 years to
cover the same distance. If we do not give thanks, or rejoice, or remember that God will bless us,
our church also may take 40 years to pass through this desert.
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What we have to remember is that by celebrating the Feast of Harvest Sunday we become God’s
people because we were set free from Satan, death, hell, and sin. We must remember Jesus’
death on the cross. The cross is a symbol of our thanksgiving. We should live with thanksgiving
as we remember that Jesus saved us from our sins and curses by dying on the cross for you and
me.
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Beloved sisters and brothers, I have a question for you. Are you good at giving thanks? Or are
you good at complaining? You and I should be taught and trained about thanksgiving in keeping
the Feast of Harvest Sunday. I pray that we all give thanks in all circumstances.



