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Let’s Talk About Hope
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When the Western people talk about “hope’, they frequently use quotations about Pandora’s Box
from Greek mythology. According to the Greek mythology, Pandora is the first woman to make
it to heaven. She is the ideal of beauty and had received many gifts from each of the gods.
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She was sent from the heaven with one box that she was given by the gods and became a wife of
Epimetheus. The Gods forbade Pandora from opening the box. However, prompted by her
curiosity, Pandora opened the box.

.I_z

T A Sol A AW, A, S5, A, 7, AA o] | AlE o] ok vUgkE YT
wehA Ay S Edsyth Zﬂiﬂr oju] o] &4‘:% A 3o 72 FolA]
W e] 3 AR} Sl 1= 8 kol HHH%L‘rOx} B8 28] 51 Wk oh e A o] wef =
AW, 38, &5, A, 7hd, A4 o) AER d A YA El%*% 3k o 7 & & Zho} % T
gl = A= AY Y

At that time, such things as disease, suffering, sorrow, disaster, poor, and war poured out from
the box. She was surprised and closed the box rapidly. But the harmful contents were already
scattered in all directions and only hope was locked up in the box. So that’s why this world is
filled with disease, suffering, sorrow, disaster, poor, and war, and it is hard to find hope.
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This myth tells us that we cannot find hope easily in this world. That’s right. Tragedies such as
disease, suffering, sorrow, disaster, poor and accidents are more than we can bear. However, the
hardest thing that we can bear is losing our hope.
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If we have hope, we can bear anything. If we lose our hope, we are unable to bear them any
longer. So we need to talk about hope.



o5 BE WS Spuk A4 A9 el 7 ey,
Today’ scripture reading is part of Habakkuk’s confession.
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Verse 17 says, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle
in the stalls.”
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His condition is a desperate state of affairs. The fig tree does not bud. There are no grapes on

the vines. The olive crop fails and the fields produce no food and there are no sheep in the pen

and no cattle in the stalls. It is hopelessness itself for the farmer.
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He has come to a place where only the sounds of sigh and despair are sung. Nevertheless
Habakkuk is singing a song of hope.
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1 Corinthians 13:13 says, “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.”
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These are three things that remain in this world and what Christians must have. These three
things will always remain, no matter what. This means that faith must remain even when we
cannot believe in something, hope must remain even when there is no hope, and love must

remain even when we cannot love each other.
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Habakkuk in today’s text is in the same situation. He is singing now even though the fig tree
does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines. That is because he has a hope.
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He is singing now even though the fields produce no food. That is because he has a hope.

S-gfoll Qlojof & 7h=o] gl el E FE Utk 3 W d Y
He is singing now even though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls. That is
because he has a hope.

A1 T2 (Jane Goodall) o] 2} = o] 2= “3] 9] o]-f-(Reason for Hope) 2F+= o] l5H
o] o2t & TE PE ot A AP Th 2l AES Fopr ks A

AHal o BAS D3] 918 DA G o2 vhekd ke W g

There is a book written by Jane Goodall titled, “Reason for Hope.” She is a world renowned
expert animal behaviorist. However, she received praise from many people because she works
very hard to solve modern problems rather than just in the field of biology.
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According to her book “Reason for Hope”, she strongly insists that we can still have hope even
though we are living in things like environmental disruption, inequality, genocide, war, terror,
and natural disasters.
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She gave us four reasons based on her study that we still can talk about hope.
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First, there is hope because man has a clear head.
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Second, there is hope because of the amazing recuperative power of nature that can be reviving
to life when we give suitable aid.
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Third, there is hope because of new vision, passion, and energy of young people in worldwide.
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And forth, there is hope because we have those who have overcome their desperate state of
affairs.
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We Christians are children of light. So we always seek light, look for the bright place and sing
the light. We Christians are always positive and active. We Christians need to have the ability
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to see the silver lining in the darkest clouds.
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In verse 18 it says, “yet | will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”
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He is telling us the reason why he can talk about hope in his desperate state. The reason is
because of the LORD God. Because of the LORD God, we can talk about hope.
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When you look at the book of Second Chronicles, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the

Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. At that time, Judah has no power to face this vast
army. It was another desperate state of affairs.
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Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all of Judah.
Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in
the front of the new courtyard.
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In verse 12, Jehoshaphat said “O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to
face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.”

GAA 7128 EoAL 15 43 1A 35 7h-d 2l 9] Abs 0}'8}& A5 S o2 A
S oEA 2= o) «g-u) ul A 3} o;‘ﬂE'/\LEﬂ Zn) o] ] B 1] B oqi/\}m 9}o] Al o]

3] S0 1 AT AN o] FA TEe YT |3 = T e Bl A s Bal
A4S 94 2eh o] AL U387} A5 o] ofy et W7t - o)
In verse 15, God listened to their prayers and then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel
son of Zechariah and he said, “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and
Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's.””
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Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with a
very loud voice. They found hope in their desperate state. When we pray to God, we can find
hope from the Spirit of the LORD.

27 e DE A AL e ey $27h A Fol | wE u S A
7)1 5= Qroll A -2l ol Al A} =& B A YT

The only way to find hope is in prayer. When we pray to God, even though we are in trouble,
Jesus gives us new hope in prayer.
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Beloved sisters and brothers! Are you facing a desperate state?
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Pray for it. You can find new hope when you pray.
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Does your future look gray? Come to church and pray to God.
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Jesus will meet you when you pray to Him and your hope will be strong and steady again
through your meeting with Him.
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While I was preparing today’s sermon, | was listening to the gospel music aloum My Life by
Lena Maria. She was born in 1968 in Stockholm, Sweden without arms and with only one
healthy leg. She spread the Word of God worldwide with her song and by showing her
impressive life.
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In her book titled “Footnotes”, she confesses that she never thought about her handicap as an
obstacle. Rather, she says that the obstacle made her stronger and helped her have faith. When
we find hope in Jesus Christ, that hope can change our poor reality into blessings. So that’s why
we need to talk about hope in the LORD Jesus Christ.
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Beloved sisters and brothers! We had revival services last week.
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Through these revival services, we found hope in a Christian life. Through the revival services,
we met God who works within our lives. We believe that God, who is touching our heart and
making us realize His love during the revival services, is always with us just like Holy Spirit in
the early church 2,000 years ago.
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| pray that we need to talk about hope and remember how God loves us, even though we are
living in these difficult times.



