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Jacob Returns Home
A 7] (Genesis) 35:27-29
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Everyone has their own hometown where they were born and grew up. The hometown could be
someplace rural, or in a metropolis, or near the seashore. However, animals don’t have a
hometown. From their birth, every animal has been taken care of by their parents. When they
have grown enough to live on their own, they then become independent from their parents.
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But man is always looking forward to returning to their hometown. Just as with the Korean
holiday Chuseok, on Thanksgiving Day in the U.S., all family members gather together.
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Additionally, a man’s nature is to spiritually look for God. From the image of our parents who

gave birth to us and to took care of us, we can find God who made man and takes care of all our
life.
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The background of today’s scripture is Kiriath Arba where Jacob returns to his hometown 30

years after he left. 30 years previously, Jacob took the birthright out of Esau’s hand. Because of
this, Jacob and Esau were enemies toward each other for 20 years.
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Before Jacob left home, his father blessed his life and his mother gave him a warm loving heart.
But now Jacob, who was an enemy to Esau, couldn’t return to his hometown even though he
missed his parents. When Jacob finally returned home after receiving Esau’s forgiveness, his
mother, Rebekah had already passed away, and his father Isaac who was 180-years-old was
nearing death.
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How was Jacob’s life after leaving his hometown? He deceived his father so he felt dishonorable.
Jacob was afraid of Esau who was trying to kill him because he took away his birthright.
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Jacob left for Haran where Laban, his mother's brother lived, but that did not make things well.

Laban, his mother's brother, used Jacob who had escaped from his home due to his sin. Laban
made Jacob work for 14 years without any payment.
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God is our hometown. However, if someone has sinned to God, they can’t go in front of Him
even if they wanted to because they are afraid. What would our life look like if God left us? If
we leave God, we will live our lives as an illusion, just like Jacob who had deceived his father.
We are all deceived by people, Satan, and this world.
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That is not all. Satan is trying to use us with our sins just like Laban, his mother's brother, who
used Jacob after he escaped due to his sin. Satan hurts our conscience with our sins. At that
point, we should confess our sins to God and be cleansed with Jesus’ blood.
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Kiriath Arba is the place where the ancestors of Israelites had lived. Jacob came home to his
father Isaac in Mamre, near Kiriath Arba where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. When Sarah
passed away, Abraham buried her in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre. Abraham
weighed out for him the price he had named and agreed to by the Hittites: four hundred shekels
of silver. His Grandfather Abraham, his mother Rebekah and his father Isaac were all buried in
the same burial site. Later, Jacob himself and his wife Leah were buried in the same burial site.

}_/&Lg o] /\H:}7]— 321_01 73] ]al:o].eu}b o]/\g}oﬂ /\} 24 }\Lo] }\]xyg Aui 4_4 6‘]:0]
HAFHH. Fddd= 7)ot =nr) sl B ol g o] F o= HHH Al Yt off 5ol A
£akolahe o] 22l Abghol 7hujh ol Hol7h o] 2ehal el Az



Kiriath Arba, which buried many of their ancestors, later became the hometown of the Israelites
as they began their life. Kiriath Arba later became Hebron. The Israelites who were once slaves
in Egypt established a nation in Canaan.
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David became a king and ruled over the nation for 7 and half years in Hebron. God’s Promised
Land was Canaan where there it was flowing with milk and honey, but His promise began at
Hebron which is Kiriath Arba. Hebron is the hometown where the nation of Israel and its people
began.
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Jacob came home to Mamre, near Kiriath Arba where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. He came
home to Hebron where there was a burial site for his ancestor after an absence of 30 years. Jacob
was forgiven by his brother, Esau after 20 years and he was happy to be with him. But Jacob
needed 10 more years to finally come home.
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The time that he wandered from place to place was very difficult to Jacob, similar to the stories

of the prodigal son. Jacob had lived with God’s grace and was blessed in that he had 4 wives
and 12 children. He became a very rich person.
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Even though Jacob was happy that he restored his relationship with Esau, he didn’t come back
home, but rather went to Succoth. And he arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan. Then
he moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder.
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There were so many things that happened during those 10 years. Jacob’s daughter Dinah had
been defiled by Shechem, son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area and she had lived in



sorrow. Two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, committed a sin by taking their
swords and attacking the unsuspecting city, killing every male. Rachel, who was beloved by
Jacob, died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (which is Bethlehem) after having great
difficulty giving birth to Benjamin. Also, Jacob was heart broken because his son, Reuben went
in and slept with his father's concubine Bilhah.
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Some people leave their hometown because they don’t like it any more. They expect a better life

and circumstance when they leave home. However, we sometimes look back to the good times

of our hometown. The reason for this is because it is not easy to survive in this world.
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Even though we left our home with great desires and expectations, we cannot control our own
life. So we come back to our home with pain and sorrow as a failure in life. This is life.
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How nice would it have been to obey God when we were young? We spent lots of time without
doing anything for God when we were young and now we are looking for God with emptiness as
we are old. We now come back to God, old and shabby, after spending all the precious time and
losing God’s blessing. Nevertheless, God always opens the door and welcomes His children
who are coming back home.
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Isaac, the father of Jacob, lived for 180 years. He had lived a very long time without his wife,
Rebekah. Do you know why God had him live that long? The reason is that God wanted to keep
His promise that was first given to Abraham until Jacob was able to receive it. So that’s why
God had him live so long, for another 30 years, until Jacob came back home.
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Even though Esau had lived near his hometown, he was not qualified to receive God’s promise.
Even though Esau was the firstborn, he didn’t care about God’s blessing or God’s Promised
Land. Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the open country and had lived with pagan wives in
Canaan. However, Jacob petitioned for blessings from God and wanted to succeed in faith by
serving God. So God loved Jacob more who gave his life to God rather than Esau the firstborn.
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Right after Joseph came back home with his family, Jacob was nearing his death. Those who
finish his work for God will receive God’s blessing when they die. Jacob made all things
beautiful by God’s grace and now then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his
people. His sons Esau and Joseph buried him. Verse 29 says that he died and was gathered to
his people, old and full of days.
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Everyone has only one opportunity to live. From the time when we are born until we get old,
those times never come back to us. Also when we are facing death, we can take nothing with us.
We cannot take our family, our house, or our money. There is nothing to help when people die,
not even our knowledge or social position. There is only hope between God and us. There are
only blessings that God has prepared for us.
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Isaac, Jacob’s father, is following his father Abraham’s, direction as one who finished his life
and then died. And then Esau and Jacob who are watching their father’s death will follow their
way too. When we come back home, we usually look around our circumstance for things like
our father’s room, grandfather’s chair, etc. If their burial ground is near, we may have a look in
their tomb.
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What can we find there though? We can find our life there.
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We are living here at San Antonio where our homes are far away. Our family and neighbors
know that we are living here. After we die, our bodies will go out of this world as being buried
under the ground or being reduced to ashes due to cremation. So we should happily live in this
world. We should thank God for living with Him everyday.
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We should live with our hope that we will go in front of God someday just like when Jacob came
back to his home after 30 years of absence. | pray that we should be matured Christians by

believing that God is waiting for us in heaven just as our parents are waiting for us on Chuseok
or Thanksgiving Day at home with good food.



