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Increase Your Thankful Quotient
ol W] 2~ A (Ephesians) 5:20-21
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Today is our annual celebration of Thanksgiving Sunday. It is important for us to periodically
review how thankful we are. So this Thanksgiving Sunday is a very important time of the year.

BAAE EESE SHUTE AR A A LSS AT R Aol x
By gk Aol ghar Eetk 4 Ql5 Yt

If you have a high thankful quotient, than nothing could be better. However, if you have a low

thankful quotient, than you probably don’t have a healthy soul and are not very happy.
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Today’s scripture speaks to us in a very strong way. “Always giving thanks to God the Father
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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At this point, two words weigh heavy in our mind. What are they? | believe they are
“everything” and “always”. That is because it is very difficult to what these words intend.
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Let’s look at the two words. First, “everything” means that we should thank God no matter what
our circumstances are or no matter what is happening in our life. Second, “always” means that
we should thank God all the time without ceasing or changing.
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After reading these meaningful words, all of us feel the pains of guilt. 1, as a pastor, probably
feel even guiltier than everyone else. That’s because | too am not always thanking God.
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In 1988, there was a very hot issue during the presidential election. It was whether or not capital
punishment should be abolished. Massachusetts governor, Michael Dukakis, running for
President, argued for the abolishment of capital punishment. He took his stump all around the
nation saying “End capital punishment.”
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One day, he was in an interview on CNN. CNN’s Bernard Shaw was the anchor of the show.
Michael Dukakis was famously asked by CNN’s Bernard Shaw. “I hear that you are arguing
about the abolishment of capital punishment.”
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“That is right.” *“That is great, but | have one question for you.
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If your wife, Kitty Dukakis, were raped and murdered, would you favor an irrevocable death
penalty for the killer?”
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He was surprised because it was a much unexpected question. He stammered over a few words.

How difficult do you think it was for the viewers to get a "feeling fix" on Dukakis?

A7) 9k 2ol QLo 7k AFE A& H A Shaba F ke Abgrel A WA 2] ol 5w
T LY E YA ol A e AU 2 2 e e 27t
ol A sl ok FE g L sk sy

Many thought that he really didn’t want to stop capital punishment because of his response

during the interview. Dukakis' passionless response was the headline that came out of the
interview.
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It is very easy to tell others what they should do. However, sometimes we don’t apply what we
say to our own lives. It is easy to say, “Thank God for everything.” We can even shout, “Thank
God always.”
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What | want to say is that it is not easy to accept my word as God’s Word. Do you think that a
husband can thank God when his young wife is dying from cancer? Do you think that you can
really thank God when your prayer requests for your illness are not working but rather the illness
IS getting worse?
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We should recognize two facts in today’s scripture. First, today’s scripture says, “Always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Why should we
thank God for everything? It is because of Jesus Christ.
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We can change the words “in the name of” to “because of” and it would make more sense to us.
We are always giving thanks to God the Father for everything because of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It means that as the children of God we can thank Him for everything and be thankful always for
the sole reason of Jesus Christ.
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Second, our father in heaven ordered us to thank God always for everything. Jesus Christ is the

Son of God. He came to earth to save us from our sin because He loves us very much. He died

on the cross for us.
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God had him rise from the dead in three days. He said that whoever believes in him shall be
saved and have eternal life. We are living with Jesus Christ in our hearts. Everything is possible
for Jesus.
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Jesus is the one who loves us so very much. Then, shouldn’t we give thanks to God for
everything because of our Jesus Christ? Don’t we give thanks to God always, if for nothing else,
that Jesus is with us, even if we don’t have any pleasures in our body?
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If you have a higher thankful quotient, nothing can better. If you have a higher thankful quotient,
our faith will become better. If you have a higher thankful quotient, we will become happier. If

you have a higher thankful quotient, we can make a difference in this world. If you have a
higher thankful quotient, we can become stronger.
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Therefore, from today, when you leave here, | want you to be diligent in giving thanks to God.
Let’s think like this, “I am a good Christian. | can give thanks to God for everything because of
Jesus Christ our LORD.” If you do that — be thankful for all the things that you complain about,
be thankful instead of blaming someone, be thankful about all the things that give you
dissatisfaction — then God will give you blessings that are overflowing.
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I want to keep telling you over and over to give thanks to God in any circumstances, any
condition. If you do so, your faith quotient will be increased. If you do so, your happiness

quotient will be increased. If you do so, we can make a difference in this world. God wants all
of us to become beautiful children of His.
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I will read today’s scripture again. “Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Amen.



