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Church of God
o] AloF (Isaiah) 60:19-22
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If you could again choose the type of church that you would like to attend, what kind of church
would it be? Would you choose a church that makes you happy? Or would you choose a
church that makes you strong? Most people would choose the church that gives them peace and
happiness.
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God knows us very well, especially what we think. So, He told us through chapter 61 of the
Book of Isaiah why Jesus came down to Earth. It says, “The LORD has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.”
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Everyone wants to have a peaceful mind. Everyone wants to be happy. Everyone wants to
receive blessings from God. God does not blame us for having these thoughts.
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There is a famous church in Denver, Colorado. It is an evangelical church, a Full Gospel Church
to be specific, in which the movement of the Holy Spirit is very active. This church changed its
name a few years ago to “Happy Church’.
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Someone asked the pastor for the reason why they changed the church’s name. He said that it
was one of the motivations that came to the church. This church has grown very large, large
enough to buy a mall in the city. In this we can see that people like churches that give them



happiness. However, there is something that we need to know. If you come to church just to
achieve your happiness and desires, it means that you are missing the essence of Christianity.
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So C.S. Lewis said, “I am not looking for religion for happiness. If | want to feel happy, one
bottle of wine is enough. If you are the one who is looking for religion to seek happiness, |
wouldn’t want to talk about Christianity. That is because Christianity is not just an answer for
people’s wish. It is higher.”
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The essence of the church makes people happy, but there are more important things. One of
them is helping people become a strong, faithful person. The essence of the church is to realize
God’s will on earth through them.
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Today’s scripture is a Word of prophecy that God proclaimed through the prophet Isaiah 600
years before Jesus came to earth. When we look at the scripture, we surely can know what kind
of church God wants. Verse 21 says, “They (the people of God) will possess the land forever.”

o] A2 ol Hol= s At o]opr]7t obd Ut stud o] HaS 7HA A A
wﬂeﬂﬁFﬂ“mmuﬂ=1WHﬂW“°ﬂ%%ﬂ%ﬂEWFbﬂ?ﬂ
w ol b ) 2 Q1] B4 shubd g Vw7 sk dl AU
It does not mean that they will possess the land that they can see. It means they will possess the
land by God’s good news. They are holy people who can change this world into God’s kingdom.
The purpose of our life is to please God.
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Verse 22 says, “The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a mighty nation.” Even

though to man something appears to be very small, God can perform miracles with it — even
turning one into a thousand. Even though it may look very weak to this world, God makes



miracles with them to form a mighty nation. God says that He will accomplish His miracle
through this church.
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What is the real image that the modern church should be formed in? The church that God wants
is a community of a strong, faithful people. Jesus ordered his disciples according to the
prophecy of Isaiah when He left this world, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”
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Disciples are strong, faithful people. Jesus didn’t say that we should be almost a Christian.
Jesus didn’t say that we should say to Him, “Lord, Lord,” with only our mouth. The people of
the kingdom of God are strong, faithful people. They are those who will become a thousand and
a mighty nation.
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Jesus said that if we want to be His disciple, we should prepare these things. First, we must deny

ourselves. Second, we must take up our cross. Third, we must follow Him. These are the

qualifications for becoming one of Jesus’ disciples.
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The strong man in this world is a person who denies themselves. If someone can deny
themselves, they are a strong, faithful person. If someone can take up their cross and follow Him,
they are a strong, faithful person. This person is a disciple of Jesus Christ. This person is a
disciple of Jesus Christ who will become a thousand and a mighty nation.

St A QshAl = s = kR ol |l AhE o] AUtk LA st Al = 22 Aol
ol g Tt Ut “H 2okt A o] A& A A glo] o] & Ao|th” sl Al A o
e ol F7] sl A e nk= %%%‘HE}. A 2000 ' F<F s EAIA =
wﬂﬂML%Lﬂggiﬂ1@%ﬂ$ﬂﬂm1ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂww
zohth s el A% F50] B g SaA Hi e g,
The kind of church God wants is the place where these kinds of people are gathered. God said in
verse 22, “In its time | will do this swiftly.” This means that God will never cease till he
accomplishes this vision. During His last 2000 years, God has accomplished His work through



people like these. So much so, that there are thousands of thousands of churches in this world.
Additionally, many of His holy servants are working to spread His Word throughout this world.
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When the early Jerusalem church was content with their church’s growth, God caused calamity
and scattered them. The positive outcome of this was that the Word of God spread through the
Jerusalem Christians as they scattered and new churches were settled throughout the
Mediterranean area.
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God does not want to be crowned in glory from only one good church. What God wants is for
every church in the world to be filled with holy and strong disciples of Jesus. Therefore, we
should help, learn and obey one another.
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As soon as the early Antioch church received God’s grace, the church flourished and received
wonderful blessings from God. However, when the Antioch church member enjoyed their
Christian life among themselves, God took Paul and Barnabas out of the church and sent them
out to Asia Minor. Again, God does not want to grow only one good church, but rather all of His
churches.
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God’s thoughts and plans are much different from ours. We need to pray that not only our
church, but also all the other churches in this world will exist well together. | pray that we
become mature Christians by obeying God and participating in the spread of the kingdom of God.



