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The Reason Why Jesus Came To Us
7155 (Luke) 4:16-21
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The word Christmas is formed from two words, “Christ” and “Mass” (Mass of the Christ). To
put it simply, Christmas is a day that we celebrate Jesus’ coming to the world. Martin Luther
said, “God made him small.” God who is higher than high came in the form of a servant.
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Christmas signifies more of “the coming of” rather than “the birth of.” “The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.” This is what Christmas means. As we read in today’s scripture, it is
recorded that Jesus went to Nazareth, where He was brought up, and on the Sabbath day He went
into the synagogue, as was His custom. And He told them why He came to the world.
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First, Jesus came to spread the good news to the poor. In verse 18 it says, “The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.” As it was prophesized
in Deuteronomy 18:15-18, Jesus is that very prophet who had come to preach the good news to
the poor in spirit. If that is the case, what exactly is the good news Jesus had come to tell the
poor in spirit?
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The word “good news” in Korean is “bok-eum.” “Bok” means good or fortune and “eum”
means sound. So it literally means “good sound” or in English “good news.” The good news
Jesus had come to spread was that God wanted to save the sinners. In other words, the Good
News was that God had sent Jesus Christ as the Messiah to save the sinners of this world.



BEOIA wah et A Qo) Ay g o Qs nE e & AR e
Selt) 2.4 shbdo] wul A W AlebE 7|k m Ak Aol hvke 215 7el7] 31 sle,
v 5ol 4] 5 Al el 47} 40 1B 9] S SO A| ) 2mh i ehs wol 2 B9

A7 g s Aoluek el MaEg A st e Rl T
A AU GV, A e R s S e ek el & Be) Qg s
ol Al Z12ko)$1F. el QP ol Aoldl S e o Y glal.

In today’s scripture, “the poor” means people who are wounded, oppressed, and anguished.
However, the poor in spirit are actually those who are living their lives waiting for God to send
them a messiah. A psychology professor asked 40 students to write down what comes to their
mind when they think of the word Christmas. A variety of responses were given: tree, thorny
plant, presents, turkey, vacation, carol, Santa Claus, etc ... Yet, sadly, the word, Jesus was not
given as even one response.
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The first thing that should come to our mind when we hear the word, Christmas is Jesus. No one
had associated or thought of Jesus as their response. What is the great joy of Jesus coming from
on high to be with us humans? It is the Good News. Jesus’ message of salvation makes it great
and joyous news.
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Secondly, Jesus has come to set the captives free. In verse 18 of today’s scripture, “he has
anointed me” is telling us that Jesus Christ is the anointed one. The word “Christ” means
Messiah. Therefore, in the verse “he has anointed me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners,” the
‘he’ is Jesus, the Messiah, and He was sent to us, the prisoners, free. Prisoners are those that are
bound in sin.
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If we look in the Gospel of John 8:34 it says, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to
sin.” After the fall of Adam and Eve, everyone without exception is slave to sin from birth. That
IS why Jesus came as the Messiah to free us from the bondage of sin. No one but Jesus can save
us from our sins. He is the only one who can give us freedom from our life as slaves to sin.
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Jesus, who came to save us from the bondage of sin said, “It is finished” just before He gave up
His spirit as He died on the cross. Jesus has paid the price of our sin by dying on the cross for us.
Jesus has redeemed us and released us from the bondage of sin by paying the price for us.
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Thirdly, Jesus came to free the oppressed. In today’s text, the oppressed are people who are
injured or shattered to pieces. In Isaiah 6:1 the oppressed is expressed as the brokenhearted. So
the oppressed we are speaking of today are considered as those who are constrained by troubles
and worries and are broken hearted. That is why Jesus came “to release the oppressed” from
worries and anxieties of this world by giving them true peace and freedom.
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Those who are slaves to sin have not only the pain of sin, but they are also captives to the
worries of the world and live in mental oppression from their broken heartedness. So they live
their spiritual and physical lives as prisoners of sin. They cannot rightfully experience peace in
their lives. The reason people suffer from stress and the pressure from life’s demands is because
they are slaves to sin. Jesus came to set us free from our bondage in life as slaves to sin.
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It is written in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest.” If we unload all of our heavy burdens to Him, He has promised to give us peace
and joy. Come to Him and give up all the burdens that suppress us and He will give us peace
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and joy that the world cannot give. Jesus bore all our iniquities and our burdens when He died
on the cross for us. So if we just cast all our burdens on Him, He will give us freedom.

of| FH A A o] M7l Q41 E-A L o] e &S st flgtolth o] A& = Al
AbEENA A& A Eak= Aol BRI A5 Hlo] Bty of 2| 5-9] a1 of A]
Y E A H ], o 2 A F e o Ao A s o] Tt Eol AR Fobd Ut
ATH.

The reason Jesus came to this earth is to proclaim hope. This is a proclamation of freedom for

everyone. Debtors debts are cancelled and they are no longer liable; slaves are freed from their
suffering and bondage and they are able to return home to their families.
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Over 2,000 years ago, Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected. He gave us hope and eternal
freedom over sin and death. After the fall of Adam and Eve, all humankind was doomed
spiritually and physically. But because of Jesus, our relationship with God is once again restored.
Christmas should be a time when we remember that Jesus came to proclaim God’s eternal hope.
As we celebrate Christmas Sunday, | pray that all of us will joyfully accept and realize that Jesus
came to us to save us, and give us eternal hope of a new life in Him.



