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How Can We Live In This Era?
H| = 2 A A (1 Peter) 4:7-11
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As Christians, God wants us to live wisely in this world. When we stop living wisely, we will
someday regret how we lived our lives. Maybe some of us already regret how we have lived our
lives. Then what is the secret of wise living?
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We can answer that question in many ways. One of them is for us to recognize what type of era
we are living in. If we fail to understand what type of era we are living in, our lives will be
foolish. That said what type of era is the era that we are living in now? The Bible says tells us
that the era of one where, “The end of all things is near.” That would mean that the era is “the
end of time.”
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It was when Rev. Lloyd Jones was nearing his end. One of the young pastors asked him, “What
was the one thing that captivated your imagination in your ministry?” He answered, “It is that
someday | will be standing in front of the Holy God.” This is what Rev. Lloyd Jones’ had been
thinking throughout his entire life.
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Today’s scripture says, “The end of all things is near.” As we approach the arrival of the New
Year the scripture “The end of all things is near” makes us feel as if that were true. The passing
of another year means that the day in which we will see our Savior again is drawing nearer.
There is nothing that will make us more serious or tense as a Christian then the second coming of
Jesus Christ.
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Peter, through today’s scripture reading, gives us very important instructions for the last days. |
would like to say that through today’s scripture there are three very important things for us to be
aware of in the last days.
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First, please be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. (1 Peter 4:7) Luke 18:18
tells us that during Jesus’ preaching He said, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?” That is to say, it is very hard to find someone who will be praying to God in the last
days.
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The end of everything disturbs our prayers. Many people are too busy to pray. So praying to
God and meditating on God’s Word has become a very hard thing to do in this intense society.
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Many people | have met say that they are busy. They are busy starting from early in the morning

to late at night. We have no time to meditate on God’s Word and are hunted by time. That’s us.
That’s why it is so very hard to pray.
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In today’s scripture, “clear minded” means “healthy’ and “truthful’. “Self-controlled” means ‘not
in orgies and drunkenness’.
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It is a fact that we who are living in the last days don’t keep our faith and are falling into
something. This fact prevents us from praying to God. If you want to live wisely in this era, we
should know about this era. What we should remember most of all is that this era is a ‘very hard
to pray’ era.
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Secondly, above all, love each other deeply. (1 Peter 4:8) Jesus spoke of the last days in the
Gospel of Matthew. “At that time many will turn away from faith and will betray and hate each
other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.” (Matthew 24:10-12)
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The Apostle Paul warned us in 2 Timothy 3:4 that in the last days, people will be lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God. Also, the Apostle Peter orders us through today’s scripture
reading that above all, we should love each other deeply. It reminds us how difficult it is to love
each other deeply in the last days.
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What would happen if we failed to love others while we love God? Our family and our church
will be heavily damaged. The point that we should remember is that we, ourselves are a
gruesome victim when we fail to love. The problem is that we forget about these things in life.
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Thirdly, each of us should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10) When he was talking about
wisdom for living in the last days, Peter tells us that we should use whatever gifts we receive
from God faithfully.
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If we think conversely, many don’t want to use their gifts from God in the last days. Why is
that? Basically, the purpose of that gift being given to us is to serve others. However, people
who live in the last days are selfish and love only themselves, so they are mean enough not to
serve others and don’t want to use their gifts from God.
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Don’t you think that it is so wasteful as a Christian to not to use your God-given gift? If we
know how foolish it is to not use our God-given gifts and we see that it brings about a terrible
outcome, then we cannot hide our gifts anymore. God cannot work through those who do not
use their gifts.
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God becomes angry with those who do not use their gifts and calls them a ‘wicked, lazy servant’.
(Matthew 25:26) Since they don’t use their gifts, many Christians are living without joy.
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On the first Lord’s Day of the New Year, we have something to decide in front of God. I, as the
senior pastor of this church, hope that you can all be clear minded and self-controlled so that you
can pray.
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There are many things to do for God in this church. However, the most important thing is to let
our minds communicate with God. When people come to church, it’s important to laugh, enjoy,
meet and eat at church. However, if our thoughts are not eager toward God, our church is
nothing more than a Korean community center or a fellowship group. God probably doesn’t
want the church to be led by people whose focus is not on God.
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Our church needs a lot of prayer. We also need those who are prayers. | want to encourage all
of you that this year will be a ‘Prayer’ year. | pray that this year we should meet God and turn
our will to God.



