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The Privilege of Prayer
of] W] 2~ 41 (Ephesians) 6:18-20
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Who do you think is the most foolish person in this world? | believe that it is those that say,
“There is no God” as is quoted in Psalm 14:1. 'Who then, do you think is the most foolish
person in this world among people who say, “There is a God”? That would be a person who
does not pray to God.
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The reasoning is that God wants to meet us through prayer and give us many good things that

we have never known, but we cannot receive them because we’re not praying. Many think

that praying is a burden or an obligation, but we should not misunderstand it. Prayer is a

wonderful blessing and a privilege given to us by God.
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If we could meet and talk to the President anytime we wanted, maybe we would consider it a
great privilege. And if we could meet and have a conversation with God, that it would be an
even greater privilege, more than any other. Moreover, we are invited by God. He allows
us to come to Him anytime and He longs for us to come to Him earnestly.
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What is the privilege of prayer then? First, it is a privilege to approach the throne.
Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” If we were to meet the
President, it would be very confusing to us because of all the protocol, security procedures,
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etc that we would have to follow. However, we, the children of God, don’t have to worry
about anything but telling God whatever it is that is on our mind.

slelobih AAbgolu Aol F4 wg Aew gudh shbdel ¥
obgwo] ol A& AR WA £ o7t ot AxUzl shbde st
& A A AIRE T E2A RhgAE H 7] sk Y o

We don’t need intermediaries such as Mary, His disciples, or archangels. There is no reason
for His children to not be able meet their Father directly. God is more than happy if we
meet Him through prayer even though He is always with us.
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We all remember what Xerxes asked Esther. “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your

request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given to you.” (Esther 5:3) That is what
our God’s thoughts are like.
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Jesus says, “You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.” (John 14:14) He
also says, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (2 Chronicles 1:7) When we come
to God, He even gives us comfort and rest when we do not ask. When He does, it brings us
to tears, tears of joy. | hope that you all receive God’s grace and blessing by approaching
the throne.
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Second, it is a privilege to work with God. The Gospel of Matthew 18:19 tells us, “If two of
you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven.” Also, the book of 1 Corinthians 3:9 says, “We are God's fellow workers.”
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Through prayer we are coworkers with God in His ministry.  In the same manner, we can
work with pastors, missionaries or revival speakers through our prayers. The great work of
the Holy Spirit breaks out and many souls are saved because of the prayer of believers.
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We can feed those who are hungry for their body and spirit through prayer. We can hold
children who suffer through prayer. We can put our hands on the foreheads of those who
suffer from disease through prayer.
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There is a story about “Missionary John Hyde” in the book titled Hearing God’s Voice written

by Henry & Richard Blackaby. John Hyde received a letter from a friend during his voyage
to India.
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“Lovely John, I will never stop praying for you until you are filled with the Holy Spirit.”
What do you think Hyde felt after reading this? He was angry because his friend did not
think that Hyde, who decided to devote his life to spreading God’s word in India, was not
filled with the Holy Spirit.
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However, as time went by, Hyde prayed to God for help because he thought his friend was
right. Later he was filled with the Holy Spirit and free from sin, so he was convinced that
God would use him for His work.  Since that time, he lived in the Holy Spirit.
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As a result, God was with him and he saved one soul everyday. A few years later, more than

five people a day believed in God through him. He became known as the most spiritual
person in India. As Hyde shows, prayer is a privilege that allows us to work with God.
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Third, it is a privilege which is against Satan and that breaks Satan’s work. In the book of
Ephesians 6:12 we’re told, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”
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One of the most |mportant tools that we have to fight back is prayer. Prayer is like an
atomic explosion. Prayer works by God’s hands beyond our understanding of time and
space.
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Satan controls the dark world that is behind all spiritual forces of evil. ~Satan constantly tries
to disturb, delay, and ruin the work of Jesus Christ and His workers.  Satan tries to kill
people, destroy their family, ruin the nations, and break down God’s work. But prayer is
unbinding what Satan has bounded, removing the obstacles that Satan has placed, and
breaking down Satan’s work.
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There is a fierce competition, an almost antagonistic relationship, among microorganisms.
One microorganism is at work trying to protect a cell and to make it resistant against another
microorganism that is attacking it. Prayer is like a fierce competition in that we use it to not
allow Satan’s power to come on us. The reason why Jesus came to the earth was to destroy
all the work of Satan.
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There is a surprising text in the book of Revelation 20:1. *“And | saw an angel coming down
out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized
the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil or Satan.” This means that when Satan’s
work disappears, the kingdom of God will be established.
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We don’t yet know when the kingdom of God will come, but we know we have already been
living in the Holy Spirit. The kingdom of God will come when Jesus our Lord rules us.

So we have to bind Satan by our prayers. At that time the Holy Spirit will come and sin,
sorrow, and unhappiness will disappear.
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Beloved sisters and brothers! Our Lord Jesus Christ told us that we should watch and pray
by showing examples of prayer at Gethsemane. Prayer is a privilege to approach the throne.
Prayer is a privilege to work with God.
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Prayer is a privilege to break down Satan. Prayer is a privilege to allow angels to work.
Prayer is a privilege that can move mountains of problems. | pray that we all are blessed
with Christian fruit by obeying the privilege and the importance of prayer.



