Apgo] HAE o] 7]l o5
Jesus Defeated The Power Of Death
A=A (1 Corinthians) 15:12-24
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The resurrection of our Lord was ‘the historical event’ that moved all of mankind from death to
life. However, in order to feel deep gratitude and to properly understand the meaning of the
resurrection, we must grope after the journey and road of suffering that Christ had to walk the
week prior to His crucifixion. Therefore, we will take a look at the journey of Christ's suffering.
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Before suffering crucifixion on the actual cross, Jesus suffered the nailing by the betrayal of his
loving disciple. Though He knew of Judas' betrayal, Jesus loved him till the end. Judas was
allowed the opportunity to be the treasurer and witnessed many signs and miracles as well as the
continuous occasion of hearing the Word of Life. This was to ensure Judas the possibility to turn
from his ways and repent. However, because Judas was blinded by money, he committed the
biggest sin of betrayal — the disciple sold his own teacher and the creator, leading the Lord of
Creation to His death.
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Judas came with a crowd who carried clubs and swords and turned Jesus over to them with a kiss,
which was used as ‘the sign of murder’ instead of its original intent as ‘the sign of love’. As a
result, Jesus stood trial before the religious leaders and was then turned over to Pilate. The head
leaders of people who persecuted Jesus as a heretic were “the religious leaders’. These religious
leaders, who should have led the people to Jesus, instead were only blocking the path to Him by
condemning Him as a heretic.
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The moment Jesus was turned over to the ecclesiastical authority and then to Pilate, He suffered
by the hands of His creation. Because of the sins committed from our hearts, Jesus was pierced
with a sword. Because of the sins committed by our minds, a crown of thorns was pierced into
His skull. Because of the sins committed with our lips, His lips were slapped and beaten with
fists. Many people thought that Jesus was beaten and pierced because of His ‘many sins’, not
knowing or realizing that all these things were done to Him because of all of our sins.
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While Jesus was on the cross from 9 am to 3 pm, He said three things before noon and four after

noon. First, He prayed for forgiveness (Luke 23:34); second, granted 'paradise’ to the thief on
the right (Luke 23:43); and third, called His physical mother *‘woman’ (John 19:26).
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Physically, Jesus is her son, yet spiritually He is the Lord of all Creation. He created Abraham,
therefore even His ‘physical mother’ is from Him. Calling His mother ‘woman’ while on the
cross reveals the fact of His position as public mission to blot out all sins of mankind and
ultimately to complete the salvation.
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Jesus had died at the hands of His creation and now was covered in the dark grave. Though
Jesus was beaten and hung on the cross, he is still the Lord of Life. Without a doubt, He is God,
even when He was the newborn baby of Virgin Mary. He was crucified because of mankind's
sin and after the completion of salvation the Bible in 1 Peter 3:18-20 tells us that He went and
witnessed to those who had perished during the flood of Noah.
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In what way does the life of a believer who has experienced the resurrection of Christ differ? It
is with “fearless faith’, just as Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus
(Mark 15:43). This type of faith is only possible through the experience of the resurrection.
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Jesus is Alive! Just as many came to life after the resurrection of the Lord (Mark 27:52-53), we

must lift up the banner of the cross with our base foundation coming from the faith of the
resurrection and fearlessly marching to heaven with our eyes toward transfiguration.



