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The Master Becomes a Servant
2 3H5-8-(John) 13:3-16
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Verse 1 says, “Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his
love.” He loved His people; He loved them to the end. When He loves us, He loves all the way.
His love is not conditional: “Well, if you do this, | will love you. If you don‘t, I won't love you.”
He is different from us. It's unconditional. To the end and all the way.
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When the prodigal son in the Book of Luke returned home from a distant country, did the father
say, “What? You have spent the money I gave you in your wild living. You devoured that
money with harlots? Hey, servants, kick him out of here.”? No! The father hugged him and

said, “My son, welcome home. I've been waiting for you. Let's have a party. Let us be glad and
celebrate.” That is a father's heart.
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If we contrast that love with Judas, we see that during dinner the devil put into Judas' heart to
betray Jesus. How could the devil put that thought - betray Jesus - in his heart? It was through
his thoughts. He was greedy; the reason that Judas the betrayer followed Jesus was because of
money. Judas wanted to gain power through money. Your heart or thoughts are a door.
Through that door the enemy can come in. The Gospel of John 12:6 says, “Judas was a thief, as
keeper of the money bag, he used to steal money from the money bag what was put in.”
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When we have an anger, hatred, greed and fear in our heart, these can become our strongholds.
Through these strongholds, the devil can come in. That's why the Bible tells us: don't get angry,
don't hate your neighbors, don't be greedy, and do not fear. Angry, hatred, and greed are an open
door for Satan.
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Judas was so disappointed because Jesus said that He will be crucified on the cross. That's the
reason Judas sold Jesus for thirty silver coins, so that he could get more money — he wanted to
treat Jesus like a slave. At that time, thirty silver coins were the price of one adult slave. In the
Old Testament book of Genesis 37:28, Joseph's brother sold him for twenty silver coins because
he was only a boy.
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Back to today’s scripture reading, we see that Jesus is thinking about His crucifixion. His heart
was exceedingly sorrowful. But the disciples were fighting over their seats, over their position.
Whenever they are together, they fight all the time and ask, “Who is greater?” Did Jesus ever
say: “Hey, you guys stop it. When are you going to grow up? You are all acting childish.”? No,
he never said anything of the sort. He just got up, took off His garments and wrapped a towel
around His waist. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash their feet and wipe
them with that towel.
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Do you want to be a leader? Do you want to be the head of something? There is nothing wrong
with being a leader or the head. But you have to follow His way, His principles.
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What are His principles? Be a servant, be the last. Humble yourself. Then He will make you
the first. He will make you the head.
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When He came to Peter, he said to him, “Lord, are you washing my feet? How can you do that?
No, I won't let you.” Why didn't Peter want Jesus to wash his feet? It’s because that was a
servant's job. In Jewish custom, the servants washed the guest’s feet.
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Jesus replied, “You don't understand what | am doing now but later you will understand.” Then
Simon Peter said, “No, you will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you
have no part with me.” Peter thought, I don't know what it is must be, but I bet it must be
something good. Simon Peter then replied, “Then Lord, not just my feet but my hands and my
head also.”
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Jesus answered, “He who had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean but not
all of you though.” This was because He knew who would betray Him. When He had finished
washing their feet, He put on his garments and asked them, “You call me “Teacher’ and “Lord,’
and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet. | have set you an example that you should do as | have
done for you.”
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Jesus showed them humility and servanthood in action. He said, “The Son of man did not come
to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.” His leadership is servanthood
leadership. We know what love is and we know what faith is. We probably have heard these
words more than hundred times. But what we need is a demonstration not an explanation.
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Jesus once said, “You know that the kings over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and
they exercise authority over them. But not so with you. Whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant and whoever wants to be first must be your slave. | tell you the truth,
no servant is greater than his master and no messenger is greater than the one who sent him.
Now you know these things, if you do them, you will be blessed.”
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My dear brothers and sisters do not be afraid to serve someone. Jesus is saying even today, “For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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Jesus was the Son of the living God but yet He came to this world and He did not hesitate to
serve others. The master became a servant for us. | want all of you to remember that the
Kingdom of God is for those who serve others and | pray that we all become good and faithful
servants.



