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Enthusiasm That Looks For The One
= (Luke) 15:1-7
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Today’s scripture reading is a story about a hunter who loves the soul and goes hunting for the soul.
The person that is in the main title role is Jesus.
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There was a 10-year-old little boy at a church in the United Kingdom and he offered his one penny
to God. He asked the pastor to buy a copy of the New Testament with the penny and send it to
India. The pastor added some of his money in order to buy the New Testament and mailed it to a
missionary in India. Later, the pastor and the boy forgot about the mailing.

20 Fofl 2 JHAPd o] JIZE o dshA H 35Ut oW vhgol ey 21 sl 7F 25

2 5LE o] o ﬂflﬂ%& 2AAF AFAEE ST YA WFE 11 R 5ol
obF T A L w3l o A of 2] 7HA] A Sk Toll o WA o] whEoll Hgo] AR =7t
EM =] H q

20 years later, the pastor made a trip to India. When he visited one of the villages, he saw that all of
the villagers were evangelized, had beautifully built churches, and had great faith. Because their
faith was so sincere, he asked how this village had accepted the Word of God.
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They said that one missionary came with his old Bible spreading the Good News and gave them one
copy of the New Testament. The pastor was able to find a signature on the first page of the Bible

that had been signed 20 years ago by that same 10-year-old boy. This is an example of a miracle by
doing a small thing.
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In Israel, a shepherd goes out to the pasture with his sheep to feed. There are about 100-200 sheep
in a normal ranch and three or four shepherds will lead the flock. In today’s scripture reading, there
are about 100 sheep in the ranch; it is a very typical small ranch.
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One evening, a shepherd was counting his sheep as he brought them back into the fold. As he
counted the number of sheep over and over again, there was always one missing. Other shepherds
said that he didn’t need to try to find the sheep because it probably had already been killed by a lion.
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However, the leader of the shepherds looked for the sheep while he was playing a pipe. His hand
got pricked by a thorn, his body was injured, fell down and shed his blood. Finally, he found the
sheep, held it in his arms, and returned with joy. Jesus Christ himself was the shepherd in this
parable.
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Today, | would like to share the Word of God about Jesus’ enthusiasm as He looks for the one.
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First, finding a lost soul is the most important priority of Jesus.
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The purpose of Jesus’ coming down to earth and giving up His glory in heaven was to save lost
souls. Someone once asked church members a question about sermons. His question was, “What
kind of sermon you would like to listen to?” The answer with the most votes was “blessing’ (46%)
and the second was “healing the broken heart and sick’ (28%).
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The next question was, “What kind of sermon annoys you?” Most of the answers were ‘repent’.
When people’s sins are pointed out, it makes them angry. Following ‘repent’ were ‘evangelism’
and ‘offerings’.
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I, my family, my church, and my work place all exist to please God. Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight
yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.” When we lead lost souls to
the Lord, He will give us the desires of our heart.
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When we do our best for a mission and obey God, He will give us many powers. If we do not share
the gospel with others, God will not give us His power. When a car is in use, we wash it and
change the oil. However, when the car is scraped in a junk yard, we never wash it or change the oil.
The reason is simple: there isn’t a need to care for it anymore.
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Man is the same. God is with those who are working hard and delight in the Lord. So even though
we may experience difficulties, God will save us and give us His grace and blessings.
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If a church evangelizes very hard for lost souls, the church will receive God’s power. There will be
miracles and answers to their prayers. God will demonstrate His works for them. The church that
is revived and grown up is an active church in evangelism. The church that does not preach about
evangelism and is unconcerned with evangelism will shrink, become self-centered, and selfish.
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Dr. Elmer Towns, a church-growing lecturer in the U.S., studied the pattern of how people visit a
church for the first time. The rankings were ‘through friends or relative’ (86%), ‘through
systematic evangelical activity’ (6%), ‘through pastor’ (6%), and ‘through advertisement’ (2%).
Therefore, the best effective evangelism is to preach the gospel to your friends or relatives.
Evangelism is receiving God’s blessing by obeying His commands and delighting in the Lord.
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Second is Jesus’ enthusiasm that looks for the one.
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Dr. Ralph Waldo Emerson, a major American poet, philosopher, and center of the American
Transcendental Movement said, “No passion, no accomplishment.” Passion is easy to spread to
others. It gives others a motive. Sometimes we can feel passion when we stay and talk with those
who have it. Passion gets rid of our worries, tension, and unpleasant feelings.
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However, if we talk with an idler or a slacker, we can feel that we become an idler. There was a
passion in Jesus. Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ, not even suffering, loneliness, or
death on a cross.
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Paul had vision, spirituality, and passion. Even before he meets Jesus, he was passionate. However,
his passion was for the law. That passion did not save souls, but rather criticized others who had a
different way of thinking. That passion was Killing others who had a different way of faith than him.
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However, after he met Jesus, his passion was afire with enthusiasm for the correct vision and
spirituality. He risked his life to spread the Word of Christ. Until he died, he had to finish the race
and keep the faith. Jesus’ disciples in the early church era were not afraid of putting themselves in
prison or being killed by stoning. | hope that you all become a Christian who spreads the same love
of Jesus that you feel in your heart.
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Third, God will give you a reward if you look for lost souls.
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When the shepherd finds a lost sheep, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home and has a
party. Evangelism that saves spiritual lives is the same. If there is no sacrifice, there is no way to

save lost souls. That is because evangelism saves lost souls. Even though we may experience



sacrifices, the most valuable thing that we can do is to evangelize. That is because the reward will
be great.

Ar=shd dA W7k 2o ] Eo] Aol A7) Adopupar 7] o] Aopd it A sk
Aol Al 7143 58 FAUT L olfe A 7 ® FA= A ol7] Wiyt
AtgrEo] o] A& Bal st 2 3 drob AlA gy shal WA gy LA s 2
A 240y 13, 7)alo] Ze7M ek, 4% 7)wd] Sue) FA1 A

If we engage in our mission work, our life, faith, thankfulness, and joy will be revived. God gives
miracles and power to those who are doing evangelical work. The reason for this is that they are
using their tools for evangelism. If people see a miracle, they will think that God is really a living
God. So that’s why God answers many prayers such as healing the sick and rebuking Satan for the
purpose of evangelism.
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Also, if we engage in mission work, God makes us a glorious being. In the Old Testament book of
Daniel 12:3 it says, “Those who lead many to righteousness are like the stars for ever and ever.”
That means those who lead the way to salvation by evangelism will be like the stars.
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Though all that are saved are in heaven, some do not have the same glory. Those who have saved
many through evangelism have received are even more glorious being. We should remember that
the reason why we have to evangelize is not just because it will increase the church membership,
but more importantly, it will lead lost souls to God. | pray that you all become a hunter who loves
the soul and goes hunting for the soul.
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