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Waiting and Fellowship
%7152 (Luke) 1:36-40
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The scene we just watched was the last segment of the movie, “The Nativity Story.” We saw the
baby Jesus coming into the world from His mother’s womb. While I was watching this scene, it
reminded me about the birth of my own children. | was allowed to enter the delivery room and
as | stood beside my wife, | saw her suffering and pain.

1] ar ool & o # RE11 A, 12 Al ol Z1E-o] ehA] WA AL ofF] ol Bjof 7] w o]
FSAAQ LTS Y AsUTE A el A ofashd Fwe] AL alE W IFSAL
B2, E4) obo] Hlofyt thgoll A7k Ao Pargarel agHy T “¢e) of
SA3. G 5olA mAE £ AT A e AR ohdd 227 95 57}
gllE U

Because my wife felt the beginning of labor sometime between 11 pm and midnight and then
gave birth in the morning, the physical pain was even more intense. | was beside her all night
long and if she felt any pain in her body, | would give her a massage and call the nurse. After the
second child was born, I told my wife, “Don’t have a third child. I cannot take this anymore.” It
was very hard for me, even if | was not the one having the babies.
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The New Testament does not tell us of anything about Mary between her pregnancy through the
Holy Spirit and her giving birth. Today’s scripture, however, is the only passage that tells us
something that did occur between those times. Mary was selected by God and gave birth to a
child through the Holy Spirit. She prepared herself very well and was greatly used by God.
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All of us are selected by God through His grace. Nevertheless, many of you may feel that you
have not been chosen and are useless to God. The important thing for us to remember is that we
should prepare and wait on God for Him to call on us to be used in His time. When we take a
look at scripture, Mary was waiting on God in His time, while she associated with others.
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Mary was very happy. Though she was afraid that God would use a person such as herself, she
was happy. However, Mary didn’t want to be happy by herself. She was looking for others
whom she could share her joy. So Mary went and visited Elizabeth.
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The scripture tells us that Mary left her home and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,
where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. Why did Mary visit Elizabeth? Was
it because Elizabeth was Mary’s relative? Maybe an even more important reason was that she
and Elizabeth shared a similar experience. The angel explained to Mary how it was possible to
have a child through the Holy Spirit and used Elizabeth as an example.
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Of course there are differences between the two women. Mary became pregnant but yet was still
a virgin. Elizabeth was married but she was not able to have children because she was too old.
Nevertheless they had a similar experience to share. That is, they received assistance from the
same Holy Spirit.
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We, as humans, are easy to be drawn to others that share similar experiences with us. When
people like this gather together, they are able to form a lasting relationship and can even help
each other through the difficulties of their shared experience. Also, we can expect that our lives
will forever be changed through these relationships.
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Recently, some have said that we don’t need to come to church because there are many ways to
worship God — watching worship services on TV or on the Internet, listening to CDs, providing
our offering through credit cards ... At the same time, the church is not simply a place for
people to go to meet an obligation of their religion or gain spiritual information or knowledge.
One of the important roles of the church is for fellowship.
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The church is a community in which we share experiences of our Christian life. In other words,
church is the place that we greet each other by saying, “How is it going?” or “How are you
doing?” and hug one another. The church exists for this kind of caring. Our lives should be
filled with peace by sharing healthy fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ.

nhEjobe= oF 370 B A APl WA S FU T WA E Fote] T b EA
Hear mefol] A A e A2 AdYth oA = v o] Al S fal oA
2A7F 2 2 e g,

Mary had a good relationship with Elizabeth for three months. Through this relationship with
Elizabeth, Mary tossed her fear away and received new power to face the future. We need
relationships like this with each other for our own ministry.
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Beloved sisters and brothers, I hope that all of us can share in the fellowship as brothers and
sisters of Christ as we wait with great fervor on the day that Lord was born. At the same time,
we must return to the world with loving deeds, kind words, and warm smiles. | pray that all of
you can be a useful instrument for the kingdom of heaven.

i)

]_
7}
]_



